
 

 

 

 

 

 End of Season the 2016 AAU Summary – TEAM ROHAN ELITE BASKETBALL 
  

By Michael J. Rohan, CEO, Founder and Coach 
 

A program is only as successful as the people they are fortunate enough to be a part of it; and for that I am 
thankful to all the parents, players, families and volunteers for your support. Although not all of the scores ended 
in victory, as a team we competed hard from start to finish.  You and your child(ren) were an integral part of the 
success of our program and I thank you all for your commitment. Throughout the season you made sacrifices of 
your time, money and energy to ensure you and your child would have a positive impact on the team. Thank 
you.  Now the summer season has come to a close and with that comes planning of a new season. Team 
Rohan Elite (TRE) was a vision and journey that I’m glad you shared with me.  I’m looking forward to a much 
better year in 2017. Let’s look at TRE 2016 season in review. 

  
TRE Girls Basketball Team: TRE ladies, the first TRE team carried over from my former program, ended the season 
with two Championships. The season was focused on skill development and team bonding and featured Kayla 
Adams, Kierra Adams, Wil’lisha Jackson, Jailah White, Jordyn Whitted, Yamirah Bennett, Kelisha Chambers and 
Jayla Williams.  During the season, the TRE ladies became the Naismith Memorial Hall of Fame Champions for the 
second year in a row.  The ladies also won the Virginia Beach Memorial Day Tournament finishing the tournament 
with an undefeated 4-0 record. The team also competed in the Nike Dyckman tournament against some of New 
York’s toughest players. While it was a learning and growth experience for the girls, we did not leave quietly. 
Wil’lisha aka Walle took MVP of a game dropping 18 points and grabbing 11 rebounds in a win.  The season was 
capped off at the Adidas Showcase in Maryland where three of our players; Jailah White, Wil’lisha Jackson and 
Jayla Williams were approached by a college head coach about attending his school.  The ladies were also guests 
of the WNBA New York Liberty team at Madison Square Garden for Becky Hammon night, in addition to being part 
of a women’s empowerment program sponsored by the NY Liberty.  

  
TRE 15U/16U Boys Basketball Team: Our 15/16U team kicked off the TRE season by becoming the first team to 
win a championship at the Gatorade Premier Showcase. The games were intense throughout the tournament and 
during final game, down by a point, our standout point guard Connor Strickland hit the game winning shot at the 
buzzer!  The boys also won the Virginia Beach Memorial Day Tournament, finishing the tournament with an 
undefeated 5-0 record. The team also played in the Nike sponsored Dyckman tournament where they held a 5-1 
record prior to losing to the tournament Champion team by 2 points in the semi-final game. The team was full of 
talented players as we had five players (Justin Yu, Daniel Vital, Rodney Wilson, Connor Strickland and Tony 
Godwin) who also played with our 17U team.  The 15/16U team members were Connor Strickland, Justin Yu, Kyle 
Clemons, Jared White, Daniel Vital, Tony Godwin, Joshua Mooney, Ryan Smith, Sean Taylor, AJ Mhya and 
Leaundre Gaddis.     

 
TRE 17U Boys Basketball Team: This team was led by my core three; Khalil Dock of NPHS, Karon Dock of NPHS 
(the Dock twins) and Dexter Jackson Jr aka The spin cycle of St. Joseph’s Metuchen who have been with me for 
many years. Together, we have won many tournaments: Nike Hoops in the Sun, Agame Super Shootout and Boo 
Williams Invitational, just to name a few. This season brought newcomer standout, Malachi Walker of St. Joseph’s 
Metuchen and former player of mine, William Clemons of TCNJ to round out the starting five. The team also 



featured Brandon McDuffie aka the General of NPHS, three-point specialist Jalen Wright of Port Richmond HS , 
Xavier Underwood of NPHS and Donovan Carter aka Mr. Hustle of Seton Hall Prep. We competed against and 
beat some tough teams throughout the season including Bingo All-stars. The boys finished the season with two 
championships, the Adidas Hoop Summit and Virginia Beach Memorial Day Tournament.   The kids played in front 
of many colleges and universities including renowned Division 1 programs Michigan, Vanderbilt and SMU at The 
Hoop Group Summer Jam. The exposure led to one of our players, Malachi Walker gaining interest from several 
good schools and if given the opportunity we will be getting interest for all the players. 

  
Company Achievements and Goals for next year: In addition to having a great first year, the company built some 
great relationships for the future. I was invited to join our Team USA U17 and U18 staff in Colorado Springs as they 
prepared for the Olympics in Spain.  The U17 team was coached by Don Showalter, Mike Jones of legendary 
DeMatha Catholic High School and Miles Simon of California Supreme AAU. The team featured Jaren Jackson Jr, 
Kevin Knox I, Collin Sexton and Javonte Smart. 

  
The U18 team was coached by Shaka Smart from the University of Texas, Kevin Ollie from the University of 
Connecticut and Mark Turgeon from the University of Maryland. The team featured Hamidou Diallo, Trae 
Young, Quade Green and Michael Porter Jr.    

  
Additionally, I was honored to be selected by my childhood AAU coach and legend Jim Couch to coach at “The 
Super 16 National Training Showcase” in New York this fall.  “The Super 16 National Training Showcase celebrates 
the career of Mr. Jim Couch, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar’s first coach. This showcase is in honor of Couch’s work in the 
New York City community as a leader and innovator of basketball training and mentorship. This event is an 
evolution: its genesis comes from the 2007 launched Jim Couch Reunion Games that featured the NBA’s Kemba 
Walker and Tobias Harris as headliners. The 2008 Girls High School game featuring the best of Westchester vs. the 
best of NYC metro; the 2009 expansion that included regional teams from Boston, Connecticut, Albany, and New 
Jersey; and the 2010 Freshman Game that featured the top 9th graders from the New York Metro region vs. Long 
Island’s top entering freshman. 2011 launched the Jim Couch Super 16 Training Showcase with 2015 ESPN top 
ranked players Stephen Zimmerman, Thomas Bryant, Isaiah Briscoe, and Cheick Diallo”. 

   
At each seasons end, there is a bittersweet moment where I can reflect on the changes I see in myself as a 
coach/mentor and the kids I’ve spent the last few months getting to know.  I truly enjoy watching your child grow 
as a person and in their athletic careers.  The moments that we share in practice, on road trips, and in competition 
have reconfirmed my passion for teaching young men and women important lessons about life, sportsmanship 
and the game of basketball.  I promise you that I will always be your child’s coach. Long after the season is over, I 
will continue follow them as they progress through life because I have a vested interest in their success and want 
to help celebrate their victories in life. 

 
I’m excited for the opportunity to coach your child again next season and look forward to continuing our growth 
together.  Parents, not coaches, set the example for their child’s behavior.  I remind you that success during the 
season comes easier with a successful offseason.  If you need something to look forward to now that the AAU 
season has ended, TRE will be holding workouts in the fall (before the high school season kicks off) for all current 
and future players. We also will be looking to host a basketball clinic and 1st Annual Summer weekend 
tournament. Stay tuned to our website at www.teamrohanelite.com and Facebook and Instagram pages for 
information. 
 
See you Spring 2017, we promise it will be better than this year. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

Michael Rohan 

http://www.teamrohanelite.com/

